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The exponents are usually transmitted in their original form. However, each mantissa

must be truncated to a fixed or variable number of decimal places. The number of bits to

be used for coding each mantissa is obtained from a bit allocation algorithm which may be

based on the masking property of the human auditory system. Lower numbers of bits

5 result in higher compression ratios because less space is required to transmit the

coefficients. However, this may cause high quantization errors, leading to audible

distortion. A good distribution of available bits to each mantissa forms the core of the

advanced audio coders.

10 The frequency transformation phase has one of the greatest computation requirements in a

transform coder. Therefore, an efficient implementation of this phase can decrease the

computation requirement of the system significantiy and make real time operation of the

encoder more easily anainable.

15 In some encoders such as those specified in the AC-3 standard, the frequency domain

transformation of signals is performed by the modified discrete cosine transform (MDCT).

If directiy implemented, the MDCT requires 0(N^ additions and multiplications.

However it has been found possible to reduce the number of required operations

significantiy if the MDCT equation is able to be computed in a from that is amenable to

20 the use of the well known Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) mediod of J. W. Cooley and J.W.

Tukey (1960). Moreover, using a single FFT for two channels can result in greater

reduction in computational requirements of the system.

Summary of the Invention

In accordance with the present invention there is provided a method for coding audio data

comprising a sequence of digital audio samples, including the steps of:

25

30

i) multiplying the input samples with a first trigonometric function factor to

generate an intermediate sample sequence;

ii) computing a fast Fourier transform of the intermediate sample sequence to

generate a Fourier transform coefficient sequence;
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial

applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1. Statement

Novelty (N) Yes
No:

Claims

Claims

1 27

Inventive step (IS) Yes
No:

Claims

Claims

1 27

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1-27

No: Claims

2. Citations and explanations

see separate sheet

VII. Certain defects in the international application

The following defects in the fomn or contents of the international application have been noted:

see separate sheet

VIII. Certain observations on the international application

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the

claims are fully supported by the description, are made:

see separate sheet
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EXAMINATION REPORT - SEPARATE SHEET

Cited documents

D1: EP-A-0564089

Re Item V

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or

industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement

1 . The invention relates to a method for coding audio signals. According to the

closest prior art D1 it is known to code an audio signal by performing a modified

discrete cosine transform (MDCT) by utilising a fast Fourier transform (FFT).

2. The present invention, as defined in claim 1, also utilises the principle of utilising a

FFT to perform a MDCT. In contrast to D1, however, which only processes the

real component of the Fourier transform samples, in the present invention real

and imaginary components are processed followed by subtraction and addition

functions to derive the output frequency domain coefficients. No other available

document gives any hint to modify D1 to produce the present invention as defined

in claim 1 , so that an inventive step is acknowledged. The same applies to claim

17, a further independent claim directed at the same embodiment.

3. Independent claims 10 and 24 concern a further embodiment based on the same

inventive principle, but modified to combine two channels in a single FFT. Claim

27 concerns the same embodiment as claim 24 but expressed in full mathematical

detail.

Claims 1 , 10, 17, 24 and 27 therefore meet the requirements for novelty and

inventive step (Articles 33(1 )-(3) PCT).

4. Claims 2-9, 1 1-16, 18-23, 25 and 26 are dependent on either claim 1 or 24 and

therefore also meet the requirements for novelty and inventive step (Articles

33(1 )-(3) PCT),

Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997)
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Re Item VII

Certain defects in the international application

1. The phrase "hereby expressly incorporated herein by reference" on page 10

should have been deleted as the application should be self-contained; such

referenced documents are not regarded as part of the disclosure unless they

contain matter not included in the application which is essential to the invention, in

which case the subject-matter in question would have had to be incorporated into

the description. This however is not the case here (see PCT Guidelines 11-4.17).

Re Item VIII

Certain observations on the international application

1. Although claims 1 and 17 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they

appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter (ie the embodiment of

figure 3) and to differ from each other only with regard to the definition of the

subject-matter for which protection is sought and/or in respect of the terminology

used for the features of that subject-matter. The aforementioned claims therefore

lack conciseness. Moreover, lack of clarity of the claims as a whole arises, since

the plurality of independent claims makes it difficult, if not impossible, to determine

the matter for which protection is sought, and places an undue burden on others

seeking to establish the extent of the protection.

Hence, claims 1 and 17 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT.

2. The same objection applies to claims 10 and 24, which relate to the embodiment

of figure 4 (Article 6 PCT).

3. Moreover, the formulation of claim 10 lacks clarity as it includes references to

individual features of previous claims rather than to the whole of said claims,

leading to obscurity in construing the exact scope of protection (Article 6 PCT).

However, if claim 10 had been clarified to explicitly define all steps rather than rely

on such references, it would be the same as claim 24. Claim 10 is therefore

superfluous.

Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EPO-April 1997)
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4. In view of the above, only independent claims 1 , 24 and 27 should have been

retained, with dependent claims as appropriate.

Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 3) (EPO-April 1997)
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(57) Abstract

A method for coding digital audio data in

which c(5ded Fast Modified Discrete Cosine Trans-

form (FMDCT) coefficients are computed utilising

a Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) method. The de-

scribed method allows a significant reduction in

computations as compared to an ordinary DCT cod-

ing procedure. Also, pairs of audio channels can be
combined to use a single FFT computation, where
the selected transform length for the paired channels

is the same. In such cases where pairing of identi-

cal transform length channels is not possible, a long

transform length channel is combined with a short

transform length channel and converted in two short

transforms. A windowing function is also combined
with a pre-processing stage to the transformation,

further decreasing computational requireemcnts.
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A FAST FREQUENCY TRANSFORMATION TECHMQUE
FOR TRANSFORM AUDIO CODERS

Technical Field

5

This invention is applicable in the field of multi-channel audio coders which use modified

discrete cosine transform as a step in the compression of audio signals.

Background Art

10

In order to more efficiently broadcast or record audio signals, the amount of information

required to represent the audio signals may be reduced. In the case of digital audio

signals, the amount of digital information needed to accurately reproduce the original

pulse code modulation (PCM) samples may be reduced by applying a digital compression

1 5 algorithm, resulting in a digitally compressed representation of the original signal. The

goal of the digital compression algorithm is to produce a digital representation of an audio

signal which, when decoded and reproduced, sounds the same as the original signal, while

using a minimum of digital information for the compressed or encoded representation.

20 Recent advances in audio coding technology have led to high compression ratios while

keeping audible degradation in the compressed signal to a minimum. These coders are

intended for a variety of applications, including 5.1 channel film soundtracks, HDTV,

laser discs and multimedia. Description of one applicable method can be found in the

Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC) Standard document entided "Digital

25 Audio Compression (AC-3) Standard", Document A/52, 20 December, 1995.

In the basic approach, at the encoder the time domain audio signal is first converted to the

frequency domain using a bank of filters. The frequency domain coefficients, thus

generated, are converted to fixed point representation. In fixed point syntax, each

30 coefficient is represented as a mantissa and an exponent. The bulk of the compressed

bitstream transmitted to the decoder comprises these exponents and mantissas.
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The exponents are usually transmitted in their original form. However, each mantissa

must be truncated to a fixed or variable number of decimal places. The number of bits to

be used for coding each mantissa is obtained from a bit allocation algorithm which may be

based on the masking property of the human auditory system. Lower numbers of bits

5 result in higher compression ratios because less space is required to transmit the

coefficients. However, this may cause high quantization errors, leading to audible

distonion. A good distribution of available bits to each mantissa forms the core of the

advanced audio coders.

10 The frequency transformation phase has one of the greatest computation requirements in a

transform coder. Therefore, an efficient implementation of this phase can decrease the

computation requirement of the system significantly and make real time operation of the

encoder more easily attainable.

1 5 In some encoders such as those specified in the AC-3 standard, the frequency domain

transformation of signals is performed by the modified discrete cosine transform (MDCT).

If directly implemented, the MDCT requires 0(l>t) additions and multiplications.

However it has been found possible to reduce the number of required operations

significantly if the MDCT equation is able to be computed in a from that is amenable to

20 the use of the well known Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) method of J.W. Cooley and J.W.

Tukey (1960). Moreover, using a single FFT for two channels can result in greater

reduction in computational requirements of the system.

Summary of the Invention

25

In accordance with the present invention there is provided a method for coding audio data

comprising a sequence of digital audio samples, including the steps of:

i) multiplying the input samples with a first trigonometric function factor to

generate an intermediate sample sequence;

30 ii) computing a fast Fourier transform of the intermediate sample sequence to

generate a Fourier transform coefficient sequence;
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iii) for each transform coefficient in the sequence, multiplying the real and

imaginary components of the transform coefficient by respective second trigonometric

function factors, adding the multiplied real and imaginary transform coefficient

components to generate an addition stream coefficient, and subtracting the multiplied real

5 and imaginary transform coefficient components to generate a subtraction stream

coefficient;

iv) multiplying the addition and subtraction stream coefficients with respective

third trigonometric function factors; and

v) subtracting the corresponding multiplied addition and subtraction stream

10 coefficients to generate audio coded frequency domain coefficients.

The present invention also provides a method for coding audio data, including the steps

of:

combining first and second sequences of digital audio samples from first and

15 second audio channels into a single complex sample sequence;

determining a Fourier transform coefficient sequence as defined above;

generating first and second transform coefficient sequences by combining and/or

differencing first and second selected transform coefficients from said Fourier transform

coefficient sequence; and

20 for each of the first and second transform coefficient sequences, generating audio

coded frequency domain coefficients as defined above, so as to generate respective

sequences of said audio coded frequency domain coefficients for the first and second audio

channels.

25 The present invention also provides a method for coding audio data including the steps of:

obtaining at least one input sequence of digital audio samples;

pre-processing the input sequence samples including applying a pre-multiplication

factor to obtain modified input sequence samples;

transforming the modified input sequence samples into a transform coefficient

30 sequence utilising a fast Fourier transform; and

post-processing the sequence of transform coefficients including applying tlrst post-
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multiplication factors to the real and imaginary coefficient components, differencing and

combining the post-multiplied real and imaginary components, applying second post-

multiplication factors to the difference and combination results, and differencing to obtain

a sequence of modified discrete cosine transform coefficients representing said input

5 sequence of digital audio samples.

The present invention also provides a method for coding audio data including the steps of:

obtaining first and second input sequences of digital audio samples corresponding

to respective first and second audio channels;

10 combining the first and second input sequences of digital audio samples into a

single complex input sample sequence;

pre-processing the complex input sequence samples including applying a pre-

multiplication factor to obtain modified complex input sequence samples;

transforming the modified complex input sequence samples into a complex

15 transform coefficient sequence utilising a fast Fourier transform; and

post-processing the sequence of complex transform coefficients to obtain first and

second sequences of audio coded frequency domain coefficients corresponding to the first

and second audio channels including, for each corresponding frequency domain coefficient

in the first and second sequences, selecting first and second complex transform coefficients

20 from said sequence of complex transform coefficients, combining the first complex

transform coefficient and the complex conjugate of the second complex transform

coefficient for said first channel and differencing the first complex transform coefficient

and the complex conjugate of the second complex transform coefficient for said second

channel, and applying respective post-multiplication factors to the combination and

25 difference to obtain said audio coded frequency domain coefficients corresponding to the

first and second audio channels.

The present invention further provides A method for coding audio data including the steps

of:

30 obtaining first and second input sequences of digital audio samples x[n], y[n]

corresponding to respective first and second audio channels;
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combining the first and second input sequences of digital audio samples into a

single complex input sample sequence z[/z], where = x[n] + jy[n];

pre-processing the complex input sequence samples including applying a pre-

multiplication factor cos(7m/N) + jsin{m/N) to obtain modified complex input sequence

5 samples, where N is the number of audio samples in each of the first and second input

sequences and n = 0,....,(A/^1);

transforming the modified complex input sequence samples into a complex

transform coefficient sequence utilising a fast Fourier transform, wherein k =

0 ,(M2-I);and

0 post-processing the sequence of complex transform coefficients to obtain first and

second sequences of audio coded frequency domain coefficients corresponding to the first

and second audio channels Xf,, Yf, according to:

= (Zjt+Z;.jt-iy2 A:=0..JV/2-l

= cosy * (g^^cos(7c(*+l/2)/JV)-^^,sin(7r(^+l/2)/A)

- siny * (^^^sin(7t(^+l/2)/A0+^j^ .cos(Tc()t+l/2)/A0

Yj^ = COSY * (g'^,cos(7c(A:-^l/2)/A0-5'jt./Sin(7r(>fc+l/2)/A0

- siny * (g'j^^sm(n{k^\/2yN)^g'l.cos(n^^

is a transform coefficient sequence for the first channel;

G';t is a transform coefficient sequence for the second channel;

gfr^, and are the real and imaginary transform coefficient components of G^;

g\r ^^g'Ki are the real and imaginary transform coefficient components of G\\

2^N-k>i is the complex conjugate of Zyv-jt./J and

y{k) = 71(2*+ 1)/4.

1 5 where

20

The modified discrete cosine transform equation can be expressed as



wo 99/43110 PCT/SG98/00014

- 6-

= Yl * cos(27r*(2/7+l)*(2>fc+l)/4// + 7i*(2Ar+l)/4) yt=0...(M2- 1)

where x[n] is the input sequence for a channel and N is the transform length.

Instead of evaluating Xf, in the form given above it could be computed as

= cosY*(^^^,cos(Tr(^+l/2)/A0-^^/in(7t(*+l/2)/i^^

-siny *(^^^^sin(7r(A:+l/2)/A0+^j5. .cos(7r(>l:+ l/2)/A0)

Sk^r^kj ^ of real numbers)

where ^ g^^ ^ Jg^. = J2 (x[n]e^''"^^) ^e^^"""^^ . The symbol j represents the

5 imaginary number /Hf . The expression is obtained from
rt=0

the well known FFT method, by first using transformation a:' [n]=x[rt] * e*""'^ and dien

computing the FFT = J2 x X^] ^e^^""^^ .

For a two channel approach, a complex variable z[n] = '"'"^
-f- /y[n]*e ^"""^

is

10 defined, where x[n] and y[n] are sample sequence for the two channels and e^""^

represents the pre-multiplication factor. Using FFT approach, the frequency coefficient

for the variable z[n] is computed. From die value = (Z^, + T^,^,^11 and G\ ^{Z^, -

N^k^iy2j, required to compute the final MDCT for each channel, respectively, is

calculated.

15

If either or both the channels require short length transformers, two short transforms are

taken using the above approach. If neither need shon transform, a single long transform

is used. As an additional step in reducing computation, the windowing fiinction can be

combined with the pre-processing stage.



wo 99/43110 PCT/SG98/00014

-7-

Brief Description of the Drawings

The invention is described in detail hereinafter, by way of example only, with reference to

preferred embodiments thereof and with aid of the accompanying drawings, wherein:

5 Figure 1 is a diagrammatic representation of a stream of audio data and the

substructure arrangement thereof;

Figure 2 is a functional block diagram of a digital audio encoder;

Figure 3 is a functional block diagram of a system for encoding a single audio

channel; and

10 Figure 4 is a functional block diagram of a system for encoding a pair of audio

channels.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments

15 The above mentioned Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC) Standard

document entitled "Digital Audio Compression (AC-3) Standard" (Document A/52, 20

December, 1995) describes methods for encoding and decoding audio signals, and is

hereby expressly incorporated herein by reference.

20 In general, the input to an audio coder comprises a stream of digitised samples of the time

domain analog signal. For a multi-channel encoder the stream consists of interleaved

samples for each channel. The input stream is sectioned into blocks, each block

containing N consecutive samples of each channel (see Fig. 1). Thus within a block the N

samples of a channel form a sequence {x[0], x[l], x[2], j:[AA-1]}.

25

The time domain samples are next converted to the frequency domain using an analysis

filter bank (see Fig. 2). The frequency domain coefficients, thus generated, form a

coefficient set which can be identified as (Xq, Xj, X-,, X ^/^-i)- Since the signal is real

only the first N/2 frequency components are considered. Here X^, is the lowest frequency

30 (DC) component while X^^^jw is the highest frequency component of the signal.
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Audio compression essentially entails finding how much of the information in the set (Xq,

Xp X^, X^/2.i) is necessary to reproduce the original analog signal at the decoder with

minimal audible distortion.

5 The coefficient set is normally converted into floating point format, where each coefficient

is represented by an exponent and mantissa. The exponent set is usually transmitted in its

original form. However, the mantissa is truncated to a fixed or variable number of

decimal places. The value of number of bits for coding a mantissa is usually obtained

from a bit allocation algorithm which for advanced psychoacoustic coders may be based

10 on the masking property of the human auditory system. A low number of bits results in

high compression ratio because less space is required to transmit the coefficients.

However this causes very high quantization error leading to audible distortion. A good

distribution of available bits to each mantissa forms the core of the most advanced

encoders.

In some encoders such as the AC-3, the frequency domain transformation of signals is

performed by the (MDCT) modified discrete cosine transform (Eq. 1).

Xj^ = Yl * cos(27t*(2n'»-l)*(2A:+l)/4A^ + 7t*(2)t+l)/4) )t=:0-,.(M2-l) Eq. 1

If directly implemented in the form given above, the MDCT requires 0(t^) additions and

multiplications.

Single Channel FFT

It is possible to reduce the number of required operations significantly if one is able to

25 evaluate Eq. 1 using the well known Fast Fourier Transform method of J.W. Cooley and

J. W. Tukey (1960). The general Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT) is given below (Eq.

2). It requires O(N^) complex additions and multiplications. By using the Fast Fourier

Transform method the DFT in Eq. 2 can be computed with OiNXoglN) operations only.

15

20
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Here j is the symbol for imaginary number, i.e. y = /-l.

Although it may not be immediately apparent how Eq. 1 can be transformed to Eq. 2, a

careftil analysis shows that this is indeed possible. To simplify Eq. 1, two functions can

5 be defined

a(n,k) = 271(2/1+ l)(2Jt+l)/4N ' Eq. 3

yik) = 7r(2jt+I)/4 Eq. 4

Then, using these functions, Eq. 1 can be rewritten as

a; = x[r2]*cos(a(n,k)^y(k)) gq. 5

= 5Z ^M*(cosa(w,A:)cosY(^)-sina(/7,Ar)sinY(^)) Eq. 6

/i=0

10 In Eq. 6 the trigonometric equality, cos(a+i>) = cosa cos&-simz sinb is used for

simplification. Furthermore, since the function Y(k) is not dependant on variable n, it can

be brought outside the summation expression to give

= cosY(fc) 52 x[n]^cosa(n,k) - sinY(Ar) ^ x[n]*sina(n,k)
n~Q rt=0

= TjCOSyC/t) - T^sinYC*) Eq. 7

where = 5^ x[n]^cosa(n,k) and - x[n]*sina(n,k)
rt=0 n=0

The two terms, 7, and 7^, can now be evaluated separately. Using Euler*s identity e*** =

15 cos9 +ysin6, we can express:

cosa(/i,)fc)=(d''<" *^> -H e j"<'^*^*)/2

and sina(A?, Jt) =(e''**"-*'>-e-^'^*"-''>)/2y.



wo 99/43110 PCT/SG98/00014

- 10-

Therefore we can rewrite the term 7, as

= E 4w]*(e>'*+e-^")/2 = l/2( 52 x[n]*eJ^ + J2 x[n]^e'''')
rt^Q n^O n=Q S

= 1/2 ^

/t=0 n^Q

where = ^M*^^" and " Jc[77]*e

Similarly

The term can thus be evaluated from Eq. 8 and Eq. 9

/i=o Eq. 10

5 If a complex variable is defined as:

x'M^xM^e*""'^ Eq. 11

then Eq. 10 is simply:

' ^ ^^k Eq. 12

where G^. = E x V]*^?^^''''^^
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The complex term = gic.r+gk.i» where gi, ^ and g^^ e 91 (set of real numbers) in Eq. 12 is

essentially the same as F^. in Eq. 2. Therefore the FFT approach can be used to evaluate

Gk- This brings down computation from O(N^) to O(NlogN). Similarly, the second term

A2 in Eq. 8 and Eq. 9 can be evaluated

Note that G/ is actually the complex conjugate of G^ which was obtained by Eq. 12. That

is, if Gk = gk,r+gk,i» where g^.^ and g^, - e 91 as defined earlier, then G/ =
gk.,

-
ygk.;.

Therefore G^* in Eq. 13 does not need to be computed again, and the result from Eq. 12

can be re-used. That is. only one FFT needs to be computed for the evaluation of T^.

10 The result of Eq. 8 to Eq. 13 is dius

^2 = 12 4w]*^->«<"^> =

Eq. 13

5 where Gj

Eq. 14

Next, the term can be analysed

7; = E x{n]^{e^-'e-ni2j

= 1/27(^1-^2)

Eq. 15

Finally, after simplifications of Eq. 7, 14 and 15
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cosY(>fc) l/2(e^'^<^^'/='>'^
-yti(tM/2y^ ^^-^

- sinY(^) l/2y(^>''<^*»^^^^ G^-e--"^<^^'^2>'^ G;)

cosy * (^^^cos(K(>t+l/2)/A^-gj^ .sin(u(A+l/2)/A0

- sinY * (g]^^sin(u(jt+l/2)/iV)+^^/os(7r(it+I/2)/A0

cosy * - siny * 7^ Eq. 16

The term = gj^^^ + jg^^, is computed in O(MogN) operation by use of FFT algorithms.

The additional operation outlined in Eq. 16 to extract die final is only of order 0(N).

Therefore the MDCT can now be computed in 0(N\og>yN) time. The operations required

to obtain the MDCT are illustrated in Fig. 3.

Combining Two Channels into Single FFT

Suppose the multi-channel encoder is required to process m audio channels. Instead of

computing an FFT for each channel as described in the previous section, it is possible to

10 further reduce the computational requirement of the coder by combining two channels and

using a single FFT only. In effect, instead of m FFTs only m/2 FFTS need to be

computed.

If the input sequence are real numbers then it is known that DFT for any two channels can

15 be computed with only one FFT block by considering the input as a complex number.

The real part is formed from the sequence for any one channel and the imaginary part is

from data of another channel. After the Fourier Transform is computed for the resulting

complex variable, the resulting transform for each channel can be easily retrieved.

20 However, in the present case the input data to the FFT block is actually a complex number

(tbrmed by multiplying the real data by complex variable e In this case, there is no

straightforward way of retrieving the frequency transform after having combined two

channels. However, using some processing after the FFT one can still compute the DFT

of two channel using a single FFT block.

25
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Let {jc[0],41]^[2],...,x[N-l]} be input samples of the first channel and

{3'[0] J[l]»y[2].. .y[N-l]} be the samples for the second channel. As described above, the

frequency coefficients = x[n]e^''"^^ * ^j2nnk/N
^^q, 12 and 13) must be

obtained for the first channel; and similarly, for the second channel

Defming complex variable z[w] = jc[fz]*d""^^ + yy[Az]*e^""'^ Eq. 17

and computing its DFT using the FFT mediod, yields

/T=0

Eq. 18

Now substituting N-k for k in the above expression,

/?=0

"=o Eq. 19

Since e'^''*' = 1, n e I (the set of integers), the term e'^''" vanishes in the above expression.

10 Taking the complex conjugate of Z^,^.:

Z;.. = ''f:\xM-y>M)*e-^^-(-^^^^^-VN

= E W/7]-y>M)*e^^""<*-*^2yA^
''=0 Eq. 20
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Using Eq. 18 and 20, separate expressions for and G\ are required. In a simple case

the conjugates in Eq. 18 and 20 should add and subtract to give the required expressions.

However in this instance that is not the case. But, substituting N-k by N-k-l in Eq. 18, the

following is obtained

= ixln]-jy[n])^e^-'-^^'^'^^y^ Eq. 21

5 Now the term e^^niuk+iyzvN common in both Eq. 17 and 19, and it is possible to isolate.

if-O n=0

ft=0

= 2G,

Similarly,

That is

rt=0 n=Q

=

= (Z^+Z/;.^..,)/2 it=0..JV/2-l Eq. 22

and

10
k=0.M/2-\ Eq. 23
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From the expression from Eq. 22 and 23 into Eq. 16, the MDCT for each channel is

obtained. The overall process is illustrated in Fig. 4.

Transform Length Adjustment Technique

5

The frequency transform length N is decided by the encoder based on temporal and

spectral resolution requirements. The input signal is usually analysed with a high

frequency bandpass filter to detect the presence of transients. This information is used to

adjust the block length, restricting quantization noise associated with the transient within a

10 small temporal region about the transient, avoiding temporal masking. Thus, if transient

is detected in a channel, two short transform of length N/2 each are taken. In the absence

of transient, a single long transform of length N is used, thus providing higher spectral

resolution.

15 From the method described in the previous section for computing MDCT for two channels

using a single FFT block, it is evident that the transform length for die two paired

channels must be the same. Therefore, pairing for the transformation phase much be such

that channels with identical transform length are grouped together.

20 It is however possible that not all channels can be paired with such convenience. Assume

that the total number of channels are an even number (if not, take a single FFT for one

channel and the rest form an even group). Suppose out of the m channels, / need long

transform and therefore m-l require short transform.

25 If / is an even number, then since the total is even, it follows that l-m is also even. In tiiis

case, from the / channels that need long transform, 1/2 pairs are formed and for each of

the 1/2 pairs a single FFT is computed to estimate the MDCT for the original paired

channels. Similarly, die l-m channels are paired to form (l-m)/2 pairs and for the (l-m)/2

pairs two short FFTs are computed.

30

Now consider the case when 1 / = 2r 4- 1 is an odd number. Therefore m - / = 2s -I- 1 is



wo 99/43110 PCT/SG98/00014

-16-

also an odd number. The 2r channels requiring long transform are paired together to form

r pairs and then 2r transforms are computed using r FFTs only. Similarly, for the Is

channels s pairs are formed. What remains is one channel requiring long transform and

another requiring two short transforms. Both of these channels are paired together and

5 two short FFTs are computed to derive the MDCT.

The rationale for constraining the long transform to two shon ones is as follows. A short

transform is required for restricting quantization noise associated with the transient within

a small temporal region about the transient, avoiding temporal masking. A long transform

10 gives slight better frequency resolution but the error is not much compared to the case

when in the presence of transient a long transform is utilised. Forcing a long transform

onto a channel in the presence of transient leads to greater distortion in the final produced

music. This conjecture was proven true by experimental studies on benchmark music

streams.

15

Combining Windowing with pre-processing

Before the time domain signal x\ii\ is transformed to the frequency domain, a windowing

function is usually ^plied. Thus, if the sampled signal is p\ri\ then the sequence that is

20 applied to the frequency transformation block is x\n\ — p\n\ * w[n] , where w[/j] is the

windowing funcuon. From the previous sections we noted that before the FFT is

computed for a block a pre-processing is performed as given in Eq. 1 1 (reproduced below

for convenience). Thus

^'M = x\n\ * e
'^"^'^

25 = {p\n\ * >v[/2]) * e^""'^

= {p\nY (cosmi/N 4- j sin Ttn/N)

= P[n] * ({w[n] * cosm/N) + j(w[n]''smm/N)) Eq. 24

From Eq. 24 we note that the windowing function can be combined with the cosine and

30 sine multiplication required in Eq. 11. This brings down the computation even further

since the sine and cosine are usually implemented in a real time system as table-lookup. If
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two tables are constructed as defined below

n:os[/i] = w[n] * cos( 7m/N)

rs\n[n] = wM* sin( Tzn/N)

then Eq. 1 1 can be rewritten as

x'[n] = (p[n] * rcosln]) + y(p[n]* rsin [n]) Eq. 25

10 Although the invention has been described herein primarily in terms of its mathematical

derivation and application, and the procedures required for implementation, it will be

readily recognised by those skilled in the an that the procedures described can be

implemented by means of any desired computational apparatus. For example, the

invention may be embodied in computer software operating on general purpose computing

15 equipment, or may be embodied in purpose built circuitry or contained in microcode or

the like in an integrated circuit or set of integrated circuits.

The foregoing detailed description of embodiments of the invention has been presented by

way of example only, and is not intended to be considered limiting to the invention as

20 defined in the claims upended hereto.
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Glossary of Equations:

MDCT

E= £ * cos(27r*(2n + l)*(2A:+l)/4// -^ 7r*(2A+l)/4) /:=0...(A72-1)

= COSY * (^;t,rCos(7T:(*+l/2)/A0-^^,sin(7i:(>5:+l/2)/A^

- siny * {gf^/xn{n{k^\/2yN)^g^.QQs{Tz{k^\l2y

= l/2(^, ^ A^) = l/2y(^^ -^^)

n»W-I n=N-l

n=0 n=0

G^. = (Zfc+Z;;-t-,)/2 k=0..M2-l

10 G'^ = (2t-Z;,4.,)/2/ k=0..M2-l

a{n.k) = 2ir(2/i+l)(2jk+l)/4N

YW = -iT:(2it+l)/4
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Claims

1. A method for coding audio data comprising a sequence of digital audio samples,

including the steps of:

5 i) multiplying the input samples with a first trigonometric function factor to

generate an intermediate sample sequence;

ii) computing a fast Fourier transform of the intermediate sample sequence to

generate a Fourier transform coefficient sequence;

iii) for each transform coefficient in the sequence, multiplying the real and

10 imaginary components of the transform coefficient by respective second trigonometric

function factors, adding die multiplied real and imaginary transform coefficient

components to generate an addition stream coefficient, and subtracting the multiplied real

and imaginary transform coefficient components to generate a subtraction stream

coefficient;

15 iv) multiplying the addition and subtraction stream coefficients with respective

third trigonometric function factors; and

v) subtracting the corresponding multiplied addition and subtraction stream

coefficients to generate audio coded frequency domain coefficients.

20 2. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the audio coded

frequency domain coefficients comprise modified discrete cosine transform coefficients.

3. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the first

trigonometric function factor for each audio sample is a function of the audio sample

25 sequence position and the number of samples in the sequence.

4. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 3, wherein the respective

second trigonometric function factors for each transform coefficient in the sequence are

respective functions of the transform coefficient sequence position and the number of

30 coefficients in the sequence.
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5. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 4, wherein the respective third

trigonometric function factors are respective functions of the transform coefficient

sequence position,

6. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 5, wherein step i) comprises

multiplying the input sequence samples x[n] by the first trigonometric function factor

cos(7m/N) to generate the intermediate sample sequence, where:

x[n] are the input sequence audio samples;

N is the number of input sequence audio samples; and

n = 0, N-L

7. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 6, wherein step ii) comprises

computing the fast Fourier transform of the intermediate sample sequence so as to generate

said transform coefficient sequence = + jg^., where:

is the transform coefficient sequence;

gi^r the real transform coefficient components;

gf^i are the imaginary transform coefficient components; and

k = 0,....,(Ar/2-7).

8. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 7, wherein step iii) comprises

determining the addition stream coefficients and subtraction stream coefficients

according to:

Ti = gf^r cos(7t(k^l/2)/N) - g^i sin(7r(k^l/2)/N)

^2 = gf^rCOs(n(k^l/2)/N) + g^^^ sin(7r(k+l/2)/N)

where Tj and T2 are the subtraction stream and addition stream coefficients, respectively.

9. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 8, wherein steps iv) and v)

comprise generating the audio coded frequency domain coefficients according to:

a; = T, co5(n(2k^l)/4) - sin(n(2k'¥l)/4)

where are the audio coded frequency domain coefficients; and

cos(n(2k-\-l)/4) and sin(7r(2k'¥l)/4) are the third trigonometric function factors.
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10. A method for coding audio data, including the steps of:

combining first and second sequences of digital audio samples from first and

second audio channels into a single complex sample sequence;

determining a Fourier transform coefficient sequence as defined in any preceding

5 claim;

generating first and second transform coefficient sequences by combining and/or

differencing first and second selected transform coefficients from said Fourier transform

coefficient sequence; and

for each of die first and second transform coefficient sequences, generating audio

10 coded frequency domain coefficients as defined in any preceding claim, so as to generate

respective sequences of said audio coded frequency domain coefficients for the first and

second audio channels.

11. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 10, wherein the step of

15 generating first and second transform coefficient sequences comprises, for each

corresponding coefficient in the first and second transforai coefficient sequences, selecting

first and second transform coefficients from said Fourier transform coefficient sequence,

determining a complex conjugate of said second transform coefficient, combining said first

transform coefficient and said complex conjugate for said first transform coefficient

20 sequence and differencing said first transform coefficient and said complex conjugate for

said second transform coefficient sequence.

12. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 10 or 11, wherein the

multiplying step i) comprises multiplying the input sequence samples z[n] by the first

25 trigonometric function factor cos(7m/N) + jsin(7m/N) to generate the intermediate sample

sequence, where:

2/>i7 = x[n] + jy[h\ is the complex sample sequence;

x[n\ is the first sequence of digital audio samples;

y[n] is the second sequence of digital audio samples;

30 N is the number of input sequence audio samples in each sequence;

n = 0,....,A^-/; and
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j is the complex constant.

13. A method for coding audio data as claimed in claim 1 1 or 12, wherein said first

and second transform coefficient sequences are generated according to:

5 G, = (Z, + r^^,)/2

G'^ = (Zjt - Z*^.^.;)/2j

where Cjt is said first transform coefficient sequence;

G'jt is said second transform coefficient sequence;

N is the number of input sequence audio samples;

10 k = 0,....,(N/2-1);

is said first transform coefficient;

Z*^,jt.; is the complex conjugate of said second transform coefficient; and

j is the complex constant.

15 14. A method for coding audio data as claimed in any one of claims 10 to 13,

including examining said first and second sequences of digital audio samples to determine

a short or long transform length, and coding the audio samples using a short or long

transform length as determined.

20 15. A method for coding audio data comprising sequences of digital audio samples

from a plurality of audio channels, comprising determining a transform length for each of

the channels, pairing the channels according to their determined transform length, and

coding the audio samples of first and second channels in each pair, as defined in any one

of claims 10 to 13, according to the determined transform length.

25

16. A method for coding audio data as claimed in any preceding claim, including

applying a windowing function in combination with said multiplying step i).

17.

30

A method for coding audio data including the steps of:

obtaining at least one input sequence of digital audio samples;

pre-processing the input sequence samples including applying a pre-multiplication
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factor to obtain modified input sequence samples;

transforming the modified input sequence samples into a transform coefficient

sequence utilising a fast Fourier transform? and

post-processing the sequence of transform coefficients including applying first post-

5 multiplication factors to the real and imaginary coefficient components, differencing and

combining the post-multiplied real and imaginary components, applying second post-

multiplication factors to the difference and combination results, and differencing to obtain

a sequence of modified discrete cosine transform coefficients representing said input

sequence of digital audio samples.

10

18. A method as claimed in claim 17, wherein the pre-multiplication factor, and first

and second post-multiplication factors are trigonometric function factors.

19. A method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the pre-multipiication factor applied to

15 each digital audio sample in the input sequence is a trigonometric function of the audio

sample sequence position and the number of samples in the sequence.

20. A method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the first post-multiplication factors for

each transform coefficient in the sequence are trigonometric functions of the transform

20 coefficient sequence position and the number of coefficients in the sequence.

21. A method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the second post-multiplication factor for

each difference or combination result is trigonometric functions of the transform

coefficient sequence position of the coefficients used in the difference or combination.

25

22. A method as claimed in any one of claims 17 to 21, wherein the pre-processing

operations are performed on each sample in the input sequence individually.

23. A method as claimed in any one of claims 17 to 22, wherein the post-processing

30 operations are performed on each transform coefficient in the sequence individually.
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24. A method for coding audio data including the steps of:

obtaining first and second input sequences of digital audio samples corresponding

to respective first and second audio channels;

combining the first and second input sequences of digital audio samples into a

5 single complex input sample sequence;

pre-processing the complex input sequence samples including applying a pre-

multiplicauon factor to obtain modified complex input sequence samples;

transforming the modified complex input sequence samples into a complex

transform coefficient sequence utilising a fast Fourier transform; and

10 post-processing the sequence of complex transform coefficients to obtain first and

second sequences of audio coded frequency domain coefficients corresponding to the first

and second audio channels including, for each corresponding frequency domain coefficient

in the first and second sequences, selecting first and second complex transform coefficients

from said sequence of complex transform coefficients, combining the first complex

15 transform coefficient and the complex conjugate of the second complex transform

coefficient for said first channel and differencing the first complex transform coefficient

and the complex conjugate of the second complex transform coefficient for said second

channel, and applying respective post-multiplication factors to the combination and

difference to obtain said audio coded frequency domain coefficients corresponding to the

20 first and second audio channels.

25. A method as claimed in claim 24, wherein the pre-multipiication factor for each

sample in the complex input sample sequence comprises a complex trigonometric function

of the complex input sample sequence position and the number of samples in the sequence.

25

26. A method as claimed in claim 24 or 25, wherein the post-processing for each of the

first and second channels includes applying first post-multiplication factors to the real and

imaginary coefficient components, differencing and combining the post-multiplied real and

imaginary components, applying second post-multiplication factors to the difference and

30 combination results, and differencing to obtain a sequence of modified discrete cosine

transform coefficients representing said input sequence of digital audio samples.
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27. A method for coding audio data including the steps of:

obtaining first and second input sequences of digital audio samples x[n] , y[n]

corresponding to respective first and second audio channels;

combining the first and second mput sequences of digital audio samples into a

5 single complex input sample sequence z[n], where z[n] = x[n] + jy[n];

pre-processing the complex input sequence samples including applying a pre-

multiplication factor cos{7m/N) + jsin{7cn/N) to obtain modified complex input sequence

samples, where N is the number of audio samples in each of the first and second input

sequences and n = 0,....,(iV-l);

1 0 transforming the modified complex input sequence samples into a complex

transform coefficient sequence utilising a fast Fourier transform, wherein k =

0,....,(iV/2-l); and

post-processing the sequence of complex transform coefficients to obtain first and

second sequences of audio coded frequency domain coefficients corresponding to the first

15 and second audio channels Xj^, Y„ according to:

= (Z^+Z;.^.^)/2 Jt=0..JV/2-l

G\ = (Z^-Z;,,,,)/27 k^0.,N/2-\

= cosy * (gjk^,cos(7r()t+l/2)/A0-5'jfcy.sin(7t(A:+l/2)/A0

- siny * (^jfc^^sin(7t(/:+l/2)/iV)'^^jfc^cos(7r(^+l/2)/A0

= cosy * (;g'jt^^cos(n(^+l/2)/iV)-g'^.sin(7t(A+l/2)/;V^

- siny * (g'^^sin(7c(A:+l/2)/A0-^S^jfe;,cos(7r(Ar+l/2)/A0

where is a transform coefficient sequence for the first channel;

G\ is a transform coefficient sequence for the second channel;

20 g^^ and g^-, are the real and imaginary transform coefficient components of G^;

and are the real and imaginary transform coefficient components of C'j^;

T^,^.i is the complex conjugate of Z^.^.,; and

y(ik) = Tc(2it+l)/4.
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